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I pulled up wild bananas and other weeds ; for the worst thing about this place is, that unless constantly cleared every road and path gets overgrown. However, a very little work would make that particular path a very good one for riding, and Fanny says that if buffalo grass is planted it keeps other things from coming up. I confess that I found the weeding as entrancing as Louis does, and could scarcely persuade myself to give it up and return home.
There was again a great talk of war among the natives last week, though nothing came of it ; but ever since the last outbreak they seem to live in a state of constant excitement. I am told it has had a very bad effect upon them in another way ; while war was going on they got into the habit of stealing, and when it ceased they did not give the practice up. The Germans seem to be the principal sufferers, and I expect that the natives, like Andrew Fairservice, think there cannot be much harm in 'spoiling the Egyptians/ It is a pity, nevertheless, and may have lasting bad effects both on themselves and on their reputation. I have already heard a lack of honesty imputed to them in general, which I believe they really do not deserve.
12.
A 1ST IN  got some  scratches on   his   feet, which began to inflame, a very common trouble here ; so he has had to spend two days